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An Analysis of the Increase of Disability Insurance Beneficiaries in the US by Comparing
the US and the Japanese Disability Pension Systems

Akira TERASHIMA *

Disability insurance systems in the US and Japan are both governmental compulsory systems and are similar

in the proportion of workers applied to the size of each national population and the impairment criteria. The

ratio of beneficiaries to workers covered by disability insurance in both countries was almost similar until 1990.

But by December 1996 the US ratio had increased dramatically and became 1.4 times greater than the Japanese

system. This article suggests that the economical factor affects the increase.
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