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International Symposium on Disability

Tokyo Appeal

We, the trainees of the 34 Duskin Leadership Training in Japan from 9 countries, Indonesia, Korea,
Sri Lanka, China, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Malaysia and Mongolia, together with Japanese
Leaders, held “International Symposium on Disability” in Tokyo on June 22, 2002. Approximately
180 participants from all over Japan joined us and discussed three topics, Education, Disabled

Movement and Awareness.

The situation of persons with disabilities in Asia and the Pacific is still dreadful. One of the
biggest reasons is the lack of information. The information, especially the one which get from
disabled persons themselves is very precious for empowering us. There is no social change without
improving people’s attitude. To promote the changes, it won’t be achieved without cooperation and

understanding among persons with disabilities themselves and supporters.

In this year, International Forum on Disabilities to Mark the End Year of the Asian and Pacific
Decade of Disabled Persons will be held and many disabled people will get together. In addition,
the next decade focusing on freedom from barriers will start from next year. It is needed to
establish network and to exchange information and experience for removing all barrier and

promoting independence of persons with disabilities and society for all.

It is our pleasure to announce the establishment of the network named “Asian and the Pacific

Network for Independent Living”. We will step forward with the following purposes into practice.

Name : Asian and the Pacific Network for Independent Living
Purposes :
® To promote the philosophy of Independent Living and empower persons with disabilities,
® To participate in a society on every field of life including education, employment and social
life,
® To work on making Human Rights Act of persons with disabilities,
® To achieve freedom from all barriers, and

® To share various information and to straighten the relationship among our countries.

The trainees of the 3rd Duskin Leadership Training in Japan
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