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1.5

3.3

4.1

4.3

5.1

52

5.3

54

8.6

8.7

TARGET YEAR: IMMEDIATE ACTION

Specify the participation of persons with disabilities as a criterion for the approval
of funding for poverty alleviation programmes and projects.

Translate the Agenda for Action into national and local languages for dissemina-
tion through the mass media, folk media, government agencies and voluntary
organizations.

Ensure that the national and provincial mass media, including private sector and
folk media, feature Decade-related issues through regular and accurate coverage
that improves public awareness and attitudes towards people with disabilities.

Initiate a review of all educational and functional literacy materials in use in the
country, to identify for exclusion contents that are derogatory towards persons
with disabilities, and for inclusion illustrations and references that support the
integration of persons with disabilities into everyday life.

Incorporate barrier-free features as a standard requirement in designs and plans
for all new construction, renovation and expansion of buildings and facilities used
by members of the public, including transport, educational facilities, housing
schemes and theme parks.

Include barrier-free features in all mass transport facilities and systems, particu-
larly rail systems, which are to be built.

Make external built environments accessible, including installing pavements with
kerb ramps, and provide adequate space for wheelchair users.

Include barrier-free design in the curricula for the training of architects, urban
planners and engineers.

Mount a campaign to prohibit the manufacture and sale of laser weapons whose
sole purpose is to cause total blindness. ‘

Recognize that good and safe design and use of the built environment and
equipment, as well as the compulsory use of personal protective equipment, are
major factors in the reduction of injury-caused disabilities.

Target year: Immediate action




4.2

PHASED ACTION (1995-2002)

Encourage all education and training institutions, government agencies and
NGOs implementing programmes and projects for children and youth, to identify
and provide means of ensuring that children and young persons with disabilities
are included, in a sensitive manner, in activities designed for all children and
young persons.

Phased action (1995-2002)




1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

4.5

7.4

8.1

9.1

9.2

TARGET YEAR: 1996

Establish a national coordination committee (NCC) on disability concerns with an
appropriate mechanism to ensure its accountability to the legislature/head of
Government to promote a multisectoral approach to the implementation of the
Agenda for Action for the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons, 1993-
2002 and with representation at the policy-making level of all State/provincial
Governments, and concerned ministries/departments and government agencies,
substantial representation of NGOs, including self-help organizations of disabled
persons and women with disabilities, as well as with adequate resource
allocation.

Establish a NCC executive committee with appropriate representation from State/
provincial Governments, ministries/departments and government agencies, NGOs,
including self-help organizations of people with disabilities and women with
disabilities, to ensure timely follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of
NCC decisions and to facilitate NCC functioning.

Formulate a national plan of action and incorporate it in national development
plans with a time-frame and in-built mechanism for monitoring and evaluation, as
well as adequate multisectoral resource allocations for the implementation of the
Agenda for Action, and specifically, the targets for national action contained in
this document.

Prioritize, within the national plan of action, the identification of means of
promoting the participation of poor persons with disabilities in all poverty
alleviation programmes and projects implemented within the country.

Include disability issues in policies relating to information and the media, provide
in particular appropriate time and space for disability concerns and, prohibit the
depiction of negative and inaccurate images of persons with disabilities through
performances, especially comedies, fims and cartoons.

Set up a mechanism for phased and on-going identification of new employment
opportunities in the formal and informal sectors, and training to use those
opportunities for paid and self-employment of people with disabilities.

Identify the major factors, including gender-sensitive demographic data, asso-
ciated with the five most prevalent preventable causes of disability.

Include persons with disabilities and their families, in particular women, as active
participants in the formulation of CBR strategies and in the implementation of
government and NGO programmes and projects on CBR.

Convene a conference on CBR involving concerned government ministries and
departments, and NGOs, including self-help organizations of people with disabili-
ties, to discuss a national CBR strategy.

Target year: 1996




2.1

44

5.5

6.2

6.3

6.5

6.6

7.1

7.3

7.5

TARGET YEAR: 1997

Establish a suitable mechanism to examine and identify all substantive and
procedural laws, such as those covering inheritance, marriage and properties, as
well as criminal and civil procedure codes and policy provisions on various
subjects.

Issue first-day covers and commemorative stamps promoting full participation and
equality of persons with disabilities in the Asian and Pacific region.

Incorporate access provisions for people with disabilities into existing building
by-laws.

Include girls and boys and women and men with disabilities in all policies, plans
and programmes to ensure Education for All, with adequate financial allocations
and appropriate technical and human resources (including Braille textbooks,
educational materials in audio, visual and other [e.g., large print] formats,
indigenous sign language, appropriate assistive devices, physical access and
support staff). :

Introduce early intervention programmes for children with disabilities, with
provision for the active involvement of their families, in both rural and urban
areas.

Include a component on special education and children with special needs in the
curricula for regular teacher training, including opportunity for relating directly with
such children.

Promote the teaching of science and technical skills at the secondary school
level to students with disabilities, including blind students.

Strengthen modalities identified by the Asia-Pacific Skills Development
Programme to promote the integration of persons with disabilities, with due
attention to gender equity, into mainstream vocational training schemes.

Formulate a Government policy to promote achievement of the national targets
set for the placement and promotion of persons with disabilities in the public
sector, such as through a quota system.

Establish annual training and job placement targets that are gender-equitable for
people with disabilities, for joint action by ministries responsible for employment,
human resources development, rural employment and development, urban
development and other relevant areas, as well as employers’ and workers’
organizations.

Target year: 1997




7.9

8.2

8.5

9.3

9.4

9.6

11.1

11.3

Introduce a national scheme for giving soft loans and support services for
marketing, including entrepreneurial skills development, to low-income persons
with disabilities to assist them in competing in the open market.

Initiate public education campaigns directed at the prevention of the five most
prevalent preventable causes of disability; the campaigns should reduce negative
perceptions of people with disabilities and not undermine their right to live.

Formally join the international campaign to ban the production, use and sale of
anti-personnel land mines.

Develop a national CBR strategy which will include training in CBR management
so as to provide a framework for action and support for programmes with a
special focus on rural and slum communities.

Include both men and women with disabilities in CBR training, that includes
gender-sensitive material, as managers, trainers, supervisors, field workers and
volunteers.

Identify and coordinate all government and NGO rehabilitation services as a
basis for action to strengthen and develop these services as support for CBR
programmes.

Establish a national forum of self-help organizations of persons with disabilities to
include organizations from rural areas, as well as organizations of marginalized
groups such as women and girls with disabilities, users of psychiatric services,
persons with intellectual disabilities, persons who are HIV-positive and persons
affected by leprosy.

Develop self-help organizations of diverse disability groups, which focus on rural
people with disabilities, in the provision of mutual support, advocacy and referrals
to programmes and services, and which collaborate actively with NGOs engaged
in rural and urban development issues.

Put in place mechanisms under the direction of the National Coordinating
Committee, which will increase consultations between self-help organizations of
persons with disabilities and diverse government ministries covering the
implementation of the Agenda for Action for the Decade.

Establish a national policy with the requisite resource allocations to support the
development and formation of self-help organizations of persons with disabilities.

Target year: 1997
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3.2
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TARGET YEAR: 1998

Complete the process of examination and identification of all substantive and
procedural laws, criminal and civil procedure codes and policy provisions on
various subjects.

Introduce a national scheme of social security measures covering financial
assistance and subsidies for persons with extensive disabilities and their families
living in poverty, as well as primary breadwinners who become disabled and
have no other means of income support for their dependants.

Review laws relating to customs duties and amend them, to exempt from
customs duties the import of vehicles, assistive devices, equipment and mate-
rials, including medical supplies, required to facilitate the daily living of people
with disabilities, including women with disabilities.

Review and amend taxation laws to provide incentives in the form of tax benefits
to persons -with disabilities, manufacturers of indigenous assistive devices and
employers of disabled persons.

Establish a national resource centre with an accessible information and database
on the disability situation, including demographic data on persons with disabili-
ties, as well as social and economic dimensions, including employment status,
educational level, housing and membership in registered organizations of people
with disabilities.

Initiate a national sample survey.

Establish an effective monitoring mechanism to assess the impact of campaigns
and strategies to generate public awareness and improve attitudes towards
persons with disabilities.

Make available reading material in Braille, large print, computer disk, audio
cassette and other suitable formats for people who have difficulty in reading
regular print; human readers and sign interpreters for people who need them;
captioning and audio description, radio, telephone and fax machines for informa-
tion and entertainment for people with sensory disabilities.

Develop and strengthen curricula and support services (physically accessible
training sites and equipment, Braille texts for blind persons, and sign language
interpreters for deaf persons) to enable persons with disabilities to participate
fully in regular pre-vocational and vocational training programmes leading to
gainful employment.

Establish production centres that employ people with extensive disabilities and
those who require a supportive environment.

Target year: 1998




10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

11.5

Establish national criteria and a subsidy scheme to provide assistive devices as
well as repair and maintenance services to all disabled persons who meet the
criteria, with due attention to the needs of women and girls with disabilities.

Exempt customs and other duties on the import of assistive devices, as well as
components, materials and equipment for their production, repair and main-
tenance.

Simplify through preferential treatment customs clearance procedures for the
import and export of assistive devices, as well as components, materials and
equipment for their production, repair and maintenance.

Increase availability of assistive devices, and repair and maintenance services.
Introduce government schemes to actively encourage NGOs and private
entrepreneurs through tax incentives and subsidies for indigenous production and
servicing of assistive devices.

Develop programmes for training persons with disabilities, including women

with disabilities, as trainers in the leadership and management of self-help
organizations.

Target year: 1998

10




TARGET YEAR: 1999

6.7 Review and modify the national/State education curricula to facilitate access to
education for children and adults with disabilities; include appropriate provisions
for teaching language, especially to deaf persons and hard-of-hearing persons;

and redress immediately any deficiency in this regard.

Target year: 1999

11




1.6

2.3

24

2.8

4.3

5.6

6.4

7.7

7.8

8.3

9.5

TARGET YEAR: 2000

Strengthen the NCC as a permanent statutory body with adequate resources
and infrastructure for effective functioning.

Amend substantive and procedural laws to include enabling provisions which
would provide equal legal protection to persons with disabilities, including women
with disabilities, people with intellectual disabilities, and repeal provisions that
restrict their full participation and equalization of opportunities, or which are
discriminatory.

Enact a basic law with an effective in-built implementation and enforcement
mechanism to protect the rights of people with disabilities, including women with
disabilities, to promote affirmative action in their favour and to eliminate
discriminatory practices as well as architectural and communication barriers.

Enact and/or amend laws/regulations for promoting health and safety in the
workplace, in public places, transport and in the home, as well as set standards
for safety of equipment and items for industrial, domestic and personal use

Exclude, from all educational and functional literacy materials in use in the
country, contents that are derogatory towards persons with disabilities; and
include illustrations and references that support the integration ot persons with
disabilities into everyday life.

Establish standardized indigenous sign languages with mechanisms for certifi-
cation of sign language interpreters.

Progressively reduce the drop-out rate of children with disabilities by at least 50
per cent.

Achieve full participation of persons with disabilities in all schemes of assistance
to engage in informal income-generation and self-employment in the rural and
urban sectors.

Provide appropriate training and employment opportunities for people with exten-
sive disabilities.

Eliminate iodine deficiency, vitamin A deficiency and leprosy as major public
health problems.

Integrate disability issues, including those which specifically concern with women
with disabilities, into mainstream programmes, especially those for health,
communications, housing, human resources development, labour, transport and
rural and urban development.

Target year: 2000

13




9.7

9.8

Include disability, equalization of opportunity issues, and positive attitudes
towards people with disabilities in the curricula and training of medical doctors,
social workers, nurses, teachers, as well as other personnel in health and social
development.

Include rehabilitation services in all primary health care programmes and

projects, as underlined in the Alma Ata Declaration on Primary Health Care,
1978, for support of CBR programmes.

Target year: 2000
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TARGET YEAR: 2002

5.7 Make available sign language interpretation services at vital public services and
facilities, particularly police departments, hospitals, law courts, and financial
institutions.

6.1 Enable at least 75 per cent of all children and adults with disabilities to
participate in formal and non-formal education programmes on an equal basis
with their non-disabled peers and through progressive enrolment, together with
the appropriate support services.

8.4 Achieve a minimum 50 per cent reduction in the incidence of three other
preventable causes of disability (other than iodine deficiency, vitamin A deficiency
and leprosy), without neglecting good disability prevention efforts that may
already be under way.

Target year: 2002
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TARGETS

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1. National coordination

Establish a national coordination committee (NCC) on disability
concerns with an appropriate mechanism to ensure its ac-
countability to the legislature/head of Government to promote a
multisectoral approach to the implementation of the Agenda for
Action for the Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons,
1993-2002, and with representation at the policy-making level of
all State/provincial Governments, and concerned ministries/
departments and government agencies, substantial representa-
tion of NGOs, including self-help organizations of disabled
persons and women with disabilities, as well as with adequate
resource allocation.

Establish a NCC executive committee with appropriate represen-
tation from State/provincial Governments, ministries/departments
and government agencies, NGOs, including self-help organi-
zations of people with disabilities and women with disabilities, to
ensure timely follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of
NCC decisions and to facilitate NCC functioning.

Formulate a national plan of action and incorporate it in national
development plans with a time-frame and in-built mechanism for
monitoring and evaluation, as well as adequate multisectoral
resource allocations for the implementation of the Agenda for
Action, and specifically, the targets for national action contained
in this document.

Prioritize, within the national plan of action, the identification of
means of promoting the participation of poor persons with
disabilities in all poverty alleviation programmes and projects
implemented within the country.

Specify the participation of persons with disabilities as a criterion
for the approval of funding for poverty alleviation programmes
and projects.

Strengthen the NCC as a permanent statutory body with
adequate resources and infrastructure for effective functioning.

Target area: National coordination

TARGET
YEAR

1996

1996

1996

1996

Immediate
action

2000




Gender Dimensions

1. National coordination

Strategic objective:

To enable representatives of women with disabilities to be involved in policy-
and decision-making on issues that relate to them at the national level.

Action to be taken:

1. Include women with disabilities as members of the national coordination
committee, their number to be equal to the number of men with disabilities in the
committee.

Action by: National coordination commitiees for disability concerns

2. Provide the means for them to develop the skills required for effective functioning
in the committee.

Action by: Self-help organizations of people with disabilities, organizations
concerned with human resources development and empowerment
among women.

Target area: National coordination




TARGETS TARGET
YEAR

2. Legislation

2.1 Establish a suitable mechanism to examine and identify all 1997
substantive and procedural laws, such as those covering
inheritance, marriage and properties, as well as criminal and civil
procedure codes and policy provisions on various subjects.

2.2 Complete the process of examination and identification of the 1998
above-mentioned laws and policy provisions.

2.3 Amend those laws to include enabling provisions which would 2000
provide equal legal protection to persons with disabilities, includ-
ing women with disabilities and people with intellectual disabili-
ties, and repeal provisions that restrict their full participation and
equalization of opportunities, or which are discriminatory.

2.4 Enact a basic law with an effective in-built implementation and 2000
enforcement mechanism to protect the rights of people with
disabilities, including women with disabilities and people with
intellectual disabilities, to promote affirmative action in their
favour and to eliminate discriminatory practices as well as
architectural and communication barriers.

2.5 Introduce a national scheme of social security measures cover- 1998
ing financial assistance and subsidies for persons with extensive
disabilities and their families living in poverty, as well as primary
breadwinners who become disabled and have no other means of
income support for their dependants.

2.6 Review laws relating to customs duties and amend them, to 1998
exempt from customs duties the import of vehicles, assistive
devices, equipment and materials, including medical supplies,
required to facilitate the daily living of people with disabilities,
including women with disabilities.

2.7 Review and amend other taxation laws to provide for incentives 1998
in the form of tax benefits to persons with disabilities, manufac-
turers of indigenous assistive devices and employers of disabled
persons.

2.8 Enact and/or amend laws/regulations for promoting health and 2000
safety in the workplace, in public places, transport and in the
home, as well as set standards for safety of equipment and
items for industrial, domestic and personal use.

Target area: Legislation




Gender Dimensions

2. Legislation

Strategic objective:

To protect and promote the rights of disabled women.

Action to be taken:

1. Identify, examine and amend existing legal and policy provisions which may
discriminate against women with disabilities and restrict their access to public

services and participation in society.

Action by: Governments, self-help organizations of people with disabilities.

2. Initiate and strengthen activities to inform and educate women and girls with
disabilities as well as the public (including women and men with disabilities),

regarding their rights.

Action by: Governments, self-help organizations of people with disabilities,
women's organizations, particularly those engaged in the promotion

of legal literacy.

3. Provide free legal service to women with disabilities.

Action by: Governments and legal aid organizations.

Target area: Legislation




TARGETS

3.1

3.2
3.3

3. Information

Establish a national resource centre with an accessible
information and database on the disability situation, including
demographic data on persons with disabilities, as well as social
and economic dimensions, including employment status, educa-
tional level, housing and membership in registered organizations
of people with disabilities.

Initiate a hational sample survey.

Translate the Agenda for Action into national and local
languages for dissemination through the mass media, folk media,
government agencies and voluntary organizations.

Target area: Information

TARGET
YEAR

1998

1998

Immediate
action




Gender Dimensions

3. Information

Strategic objective:

To generate, collate and disseminate information on the situation of women with
disabilities to provide a sound basis for policy formulation and action, and to
increase public awareness.

Action to be taken:

1.

Incorporate the collection of gender-specific data in surveys on the disability
situation at the national level and by the United Nations system.

Action by: Governments, UNICEF, UNIFEM

Undertake studies on the actual living conditions of disabled women in urban
and rural areas, particularly those in the poorest and most disadvantaged
communities, with a view to identifying ways to improving their status and living
conditions.

Action by: Governments, self-help organizations of people with disabilities,
women's organizations, organizations working on urban management
and housing rights and on rural poverty alleviation.

Record and document the experiences of women with disabilities in developing
and least developed countries of the ESCAP region.

Action by: Self-help organizations of people with disabilities, women’s organi-
zations and media organizations.

Investigate and report on the extent and nature of violence against disabled
women and girls, with a view to formulating measures for their protection and
redress.

Action by: Governments, self-help organizations of people with disabilities,
women'’s organizations and regional networks involved in campaign-
ing on violence against women.

Target area: Information




TARGETS

4.1

42

4.3

4.4

45

4.6

4. Public awareness

Ensure that the national and provincial mass media, including
private sector and folk media, feature Decade-related issues
through regular and accurate coverage that improves public
awareness and attitudes towards people with disabilities.

Encourage all education and training institutions, government
agencies and NGOs implementing programmes and projects for
children and youth, to identify and provide means of ensuring
that children and young persons with disabilities are included, in
a sensitive manner, in activities designed for all children and
young persons.

Initiate a review of all educational and functional literacy
materials in use in the country, to:

Exclude contents that are derogatory towards persons with
disabilities; include illustrations and references that support the
integration of persons with disabilities into everyday life.

Issue first-day covers and commemorative stamps promoting full
participation and equality of persons with disabilities in the Asian
and Pacific region.

Include disability issues in policies relating to information and the
media, provide in particular appropriate time and space for
disability concerns, and prohibit the depiction of negative and
inaccurate images of persons with disabilities through perfor-
mances, especially comedies, films and cartoons.

Establish an effective monitoring mechanism to assess the
impact of campaigns and strategies to generate public aware-
ness and improve attitudes towards persons with disabilities.

Target area: Public awareness

TARGET
YEAR

Immediate
action

Phased
action
(1995-
2002)

Immediate
action

2000

1997

1996

1998




Gender Dimensions

4. Public awareness

Strategic objective:

To generate, collate and disseminate information on the situation of women with
disabilities to provide a sound basis for policy formulation and action, and to
increase public awareness.

Action to be taken:

1.

Raise awareness among media persons in the ESCAP region on issues relating
to women and girls with disabilities and encourage their support for promoting
positive public attitudes regarding women and girls with disabilities.

Action by: Self-help organizations of people with disabilities, organizations
working on social mobilization of marginalized groups, UNICEF,
UNESCO, the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO.

Include women and girls with disabilities in all activities (e.g., sports and the
arts) and materials (e.g., posters, commemorative stamps, first-day covers and
training packages) aimed at public information, education and social mobilization
on disability issues.

Action by: Governments, self-help organizations of people with disabilities,
media organizations. :

Target area: Public awareness

10




TARGETS TARGET

YEAR
5. Accessibility and communication

5.1 Incorporate barrier-free features as a standard requirement in Immediate
designs and plans for all new construction, renovation and action
expansion of buildings and facilities used by members of the
public, including transport, educational facilities, housing schemes
and theme parks.

5.2 Include barrier-free features in all mass transport facilities and Immediate
systems, particularly rail systems, which are to be built. action

5.3 Make external built environments accessible, including installing Immediate
pavements with kerb ramps, and provide adequate space for action
wheelchair users.

5.4 Include barrier-free design in the curricula for the training of Immediate
architects, urban planners and engineers. action

5.5 Incorporate access provisions for people with disabilities into 1997
existing building by-laws.

5.6 Establish standardized indigenous sign languages with mecha- 2000
nisms for certification of sign language interpreters.

5.7 Make available sign language interpretation services at vital 2002
public services and facilities, particularly police departments,
hospitals, law courts, and financial institutions.

5.8 Make available reading material in Braille, large print, computer 1998

disk, audio cassette and other suitable formats for people who
have difficulty in reading regular print; human readers and sign
interpreters for people who need them; captioning and audio
description, radio, telephone and fax machines for information
and entertainment for people with sensory disabilities.

Target area: Accessibility and communication

11




Gender Dimensions

5. Accessibility and communication

No additional recommendations for women and girls with disabilities.

Target area: Accessibility and communication

12




TARGETS

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6. Education

Enable at least 75 per cent of all children and aduits with
disabilities to participate in formal and non-formal education
programmes on an equal basis with their non-disabled peers and
through progressive enrolment, together with the appropriate
support services.

Include girls and boys and women and men with disabilities in
all policies, plans and programmes to ensure Education for
All, with adequate financial allocations and appropriate technical
and human resources (including Braille textbooks, educational
materials in audio, visual and other [e.g., large print] formats,
indigenous sign language, appropriate assistive devices, physical
access and support staff).

Introduce early intervention programmes for children with
disabilities, with provision for the active involvement of their
families, in both rural and urban areas.

Progressively reduce the drop-out rate of children with disabilities
by at least 50 per cent.

Include a component on special education and children with
special needs in the curricula for regular teacher training,
including opportunity for relating directly with such children.

Promote the teaching of science and technical skills at- the
secondary school level to students with disabilities, including
blind students.

Review and modify the national/State education curricula to
facilitate access to education for children and adults with
disabilities; include appropriate provisions for teaching language,
especially to deaf persons and hard-of-hearing persons; and
redress immediately any deficiency in this regard.

Target area: Education

TARGET
YEAR

2002

1997

1997

2000

1997

1997

1999
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Gender Dimensions

6. Education

Strategic objective:

To ensure that all girls and women with disabilities be given the fullest possible
opportunity for education.

Action to be taken:

1.

Study the reasons for the low enrolment of girls and women with disabilities in
schools, higher learning institutions, functional literacy and other non-formal
education programmes, with a view to evolving and implementing a compre-
hensive plan to eliminate barriers to their enrolment.

Action by: Governments and UNICEF

Incorporate measures to address the education needs of disabled women and
girls in all policies and programmes to achieve the UNESCO goal of Education
for All.

Action by: Governments, UNESCO, UNICEF and UNDP, NGOs concerned with
the enhancement and promotion of functional literacy.

Set targets for girls and women with disabilities for all education and literacy
programmes, particularly those that focus on girls and women in general.

Action by: Governments and NGOs working on the promotion of education and
functional literacy among marginalized groups.

Integrate the education and functional literacy needs of women and girls with
disabilities in all UNESCO activities to promote education of girls.

Action by: UNESCO and NGOs supporting the UNESCO objectives.

Support exchanges on models of integrated education for disabled children.

Action by: Governments, UNESCO and UNICEF

Request relevant international agencies and bodies, through their existing
advisory services to Governments in the ESCAP region, to provide technical
advice to Governments in the formulation of comprehensive plans for the
education of children with disabilities, with attention to equal access for disabled
girls.

Action by: UNESCO, UNICEF.

Target area: Education

14 |




TARGETS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7

7.8

7.9

7. Training and employment

Strengthen modalities identified by the Asia-Pacific Skills Deve-
lopment Programme to promote the integration of persons with
disabilities, with due attention to gender equity, into mainstream
vocational training schemes.

Develop and strengthen curricula and support services (physi-
cally accessible training sites and equipment, Braille texts for
blind persons, and sign language interpreters for deaf persons)
to enable persons with disabilities to participate fully in regular
pre-vocational and vocational training programmes leading to
gainful employment.

Formulate a Government policy to promote achievement of the
national targets set for the placement and promotion of persons
with disabilities in the public sector, such as through a quota
system.

Set up a mechanism for phased and on-going identification of
new employment opportunities in the formal and informal sectors,
and training to use those opportunities for paid and self-
employment of people with diverse disabilities.

Establish annual training and job placement targets that are
gender-equitable for people with disabilities, for joint action by
ministries responsible for employment, human resources develop-
ment, rural employment and development, urban development
and other relevant areas, as well as employers’ and workers’
organizations.

Establish production centres that employ people with extensive
disabilities and those who require a supportive environment.

Achieve full participation of persons with disabilities in all
schemes of assistance to engage in informal income-generation
and self-employment in the rural and urban sectors.

Provide appropriate training and employment opportunities for
people with extensive disabilities.

Introduce a national scheme for giving soft loans and support
services for marketing, including entrepreneurial skills develop-
ment, to low-income persons with disabilities to assist them in
competing in the open market.

Target area: Training and employment

TARGET
YEAR

1997

1998

1997

1996

1997

1998

2000

2000

1997
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Gender Dimensions
7. Training and employment

Strategic objective:

To provide equa! opportunities for vocational training and employment for women
and girls with disabilities.

Action to be taken:

1.

Establish a system to identify and provide jobs in all sectors which are suited to
the abilities, potential and aspirations of women with disabilities.

Action by: Governments, organizations involved in community development,
vocational training and other human resources development activities.

Increase the intake of women and girls with disabilities in vocational training and
integrate them, with the requisite support services, into existing vocational
training facilities.

Action by: Governments, NGOs involved in vocational training for persons with
disabilities.

Provide opportunity for promotion of women with disabilities by upgrading their skills.

Action by: Governments, NGOs involved in vocational training for persons with
disabilities.

Protect the rights of women with disabilities in the workplace.

Action by: Labour unions, organizations concerned with the rights of women
workers

Protect the health and safety of women with disabilities in the workplace.

Action by: Labour unions, organizations concerned with the rights of women
workers.

Educate employers and fellow employees to ensure the rights of women with

disabilities to work free from psychological and/or sexual harassment.

Action by: Labour unions, organizations concerned with the rights of women
workers.

Strengthen training in business development, product quality control, marketing
and distribution of products and services by women with disabilities who are
self-employed either as individuals or as a group.

Action by: Governments, United Nations agencies, NGOs working on small
business development.

Specify the inclusion of women with disabilities as target beneficiaries of credit

schemes directed at poverty alleviation among women.

Action by: Governments, organizations concerned with provision of credit in
urban and rural development projects.

Target area: Training and employment

16




TARGETS

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

8. Prevention of causes of disability

Identify the major factors, including gender-sensitive demographic
data, associated with the five most prevalent preventable causes
of disability.

Initiate public education campaigns directed at the prevention of
the five most prevalent preventable causes of disability; the
campaigns should reduce negative perceptions of people with
disabilities and not undermine their right to live.

Eliminate iodine deficiency, vitamin A deficiency and leprosy as
major public health problems.

Achieve a minimum 50 per cent reduction in the incidence of
three other preventable causes of disability, without neglecting
good disability prevention efforts that may already be under way.

Formally join the international campaign to ban the production,
use and sale of anti-personnel land mines.

Mount a campaign to prohibit the manufacture and sale of laser
weapons whose sole purpose is to cause total blindness.

Recognize that good and safe design and use of the built
environment and equipment, as well as the compuisory use of
personal protective equipment, are major factors in the reduction
of injury-caused disabilities.

Target area: Prevention of causes of disabilities

TARGET
YEAR

1996

1997

2000

2002

1997

Immediate
action

Immediate
action
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Gender Dimensions

8. Prevention of causes of disabilities

No additional recommendations for women and girls with disabilities.

Target area: Prevention of causes of disabilities

18




TARGETS TARGET
YEAR

9. Rehabilitation services

Community-based rehabilitation

9.1 Include persons with disabilities and their families, in particular 1996
women, as active participants in the formulation of CBR '
strategies and in the implementation of government and NGO
programmes and projects on CBR.

9.2 Convene a conference on CBR involving concerned government 1996
ministries and departments, and NGOs, including self-help
organizations ot people with disabilities, to discuss a national
CBR strategy.

9.3 Develop a national CBR strategy which will include training in 1997
CBR management so as to provide a framework for action and
support for programmes with a special focus on rural and slum
communities.

9.4 Include both men and women with disabilities in CBR training, 1997
that includes gender-sensitive material, as managers, trainers,
supervisors, field workers and volunteers.

9.5 Integrate disability issues, including those which specifically concern 2000
women with disabilities, into mainstream programmes, especially
those for health, communications, housing, human resources
development, labour, transport and rural and urban development.

Health and social development

9.6 Identify and coordinate all government and NGO rehabilitation 1997
services as a basis for action to strengthen and develop these
services as support for CBR programmes.

9.7 Include disability, equalization of opportunity issues, and positive 2000
attitudes towards people with disabilities in the curricula and
training of medical doctors, social workers, nurses, teachers, as
well as other personnel in health and social development.

9.8 Include rehabilitation services in all primary health care 2000
programmes and projects, as underlined in the Alma Ata Decla-
ration on Primary Health Care, 1978, for support of CBR
programmes.

Target area: Rehabilitation services
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Gender Dimensions

9. Rehabilitation services

Strategic objective:

To ensure that women and girls with disabilities have equal access to health
care and rehabilitation services.

Action to be taken:

1.

Strengthen community heaith care and community-based rehabilitation services,
and make available information about them; so that women and girls with
disabilities will be able to have greater access to them.

Action by: Governments and NGOs involved in community-based rehabilitation.

Increase the training of women with disabilities as community-based rehabilitation
workers to enhance service delivery to more women and girls with disabilities.

Action by: Governments and NGOs involved in community-based rehabilitation.

Target area: Rehabilitation services
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TARGETS

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10. Assistive devices

Establish national criteria and a subsidy scheme to provide
assistive devices as well as repair and maintenance services to
all disabled persons who meet the criteria, with due attention to
the needs of women and girls with disabilities.

Exempt customs and other duties on the import of assistive
devices, as well as components, materials and equipment for
their production, repair and maintenance.

Simplify through preferential treatment customs clearance
procedures for the import and export of assistive devices, as
well as components, materials and equipment for their produc-
tion, repair and maintenance.

Increase availability of assistive devices, and repair and main-
tenance services.

Introduce government schemes to actively encourage NGOs and
private entrepreneurs through tax incentives and subsidies for
indigenous production and servicing of assistive devices.

Target area: Assistive devices

TARGET
YEAR

1998

1998

1998

1998

1998
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Gender Dimensions

10. Assistive devices

Strategic objective:
To increase the availability of assistive devices for women and girls with
disabilities. '

Action to be taken:

1. Promote the production and distribution of assistive devices which are
appropriate for women and girls with disabilities and ensure that they have equal
access to existing subsidies and concessions.

Action by: Governments and NGOs involved in the production and distribution
of assistive devices.

Target area: Assistive devices
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TARGETS

11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11. Self-help organizations

Establish a national forum of self-help organizations of persons
with disabilities to include organizations from rural areas, as well
as organizations of marginalized groups such as women and
girls with disabilities, users of psychiatric services, persons with
intellectual disabilities, persons who are HIV-positive and persons
affected by leprosy.

Develop self-help organizations of diverse disability groups,
which focus on rural people with disabilities in the provision of
mutual support, advocacy and referrals to programmes and
services, and which collaborate actively with NGOs engaged in
rural and urban development issues.

Put in place mechanisms under the direction of the National
Coordinating Committee, which will increase consultations
between self-help organizations of persons with disabilities and
diverse government ministries covering the implementation of the
Agenda for Action for the Decade.

Establish a national policy with the requisite resource allocations
to support the development and formation of self-help organiza-
tions of persons with disabilities.

Develop programmes for training persons with disabilities, includ-
ing women with - disabilities, as trainers in the leadership and
management of self-help organizations.

Target area: Self-help organizations

TARGET
YEAR

1997

1997

1997

1997

1998
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Gender Dimensions

11. Self-help organizations

Strategic objective:

To strengthen the capacity of women with disabilities to include their concerns
into the agendas of self-help organizations and to provide them with equal
opportunities to influence policy and decision-making in those organizations.

Action to be taken:

Self-help organizations of people with disabilities should:

Take special action to recruit more women and girls with disabilities as members
so as to improve the gender balance in the organizations and better represent
the interests of women and girls with disabilities.

Aim towards equal representation of women members in their policy and
decision-making bodies.

Form committees elected by the women members to promote the advancement
of women and girls with disabilities.

Raise the awareness of women and girls with disabilities regarding gender
issues, with a view to increasing their ability to analyse the barriers caused by
gender bias and to develop the skills to deal with those barriers in everyday life.

Include equal numbers of women in leadership and management training
activities.

Strengthen cooperation with women’'s organizations through joint projects on
issues faced by women and girls with disabilities.

Approach, in collaboration with the national focal points on disability, all
multilateral, bilateral and national funding agencies to ensure that women and
girls with disabilities are explicitly cited as target beneficiaries of development
programmes which are intended to be gender-sensitive.

Target area: Self-help organizations
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Gender Dimensions

12. Regional cooperation

Strategic objective:

To enhance the sharing of information and experience on the advancement of
women and girls with disabilities and to strengthen their effectiveness in
advocacy at relevant regional forums.

Action to be taken:

1.

Encourage and support networking among women with disabilities, and between
women with disabilities, and mainstream women’s organizations as well as other
NGOs.

Action by: Self-help organizations of people with disabilities, women’s organi-
zations and NGOs.

Ensure equal representation of men and women in bilateral exchange
programmes in the field of disability.

Action by: Governments and NGOs.

Discussion on the progress of efforts to promote the implementation of the
recommendations regarding women and girls with disabilities should be included
in the agenda of the meetings of the Asia-Pacific Inter-organizational Task Force
on Disability-related Concerns and the biennial regional meetings to review the
progress of the Decade.

Action by: All members of the Inter-organizational Task-Force.

Country reports and reports by NGOs for future biennial regional reviews
should include gender-segregated data and information on women and girls with
disabilities with respect to implementation of all areas of the Agenda for Action.

Action by: Governments and NGOs.

Target area: Regional cooperation
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ASIAN AND PACIFIC DECADE OF DISABLED PERSONS, 1993-2002: ACTION TARGETS*

15

33

4.1

4.3

8.6

8.7

Specify  participation
of persons with dis-
abilites as criterion
for poverty alleviation
funding approval.

Translate Agenda for
Action into national
and local languages.

Ensure mass media
feature Decade issues.
Initiate a review of all
educational and func-
tional literacy materials
in use in the country
to exclude derogatory
contents and include
contents supportive of
integration of persons
with disabilities.

Incorporate barrier-
free features as a
standard  requirement
in all new construction
and renovation
signs and plans.

Include barrier-free
features in all mass
transport systems

which are to be built.
Make external built en-
vironments accessible,
mciuoe oarner-riee ue-
sign in the training
curricula of architects,
urban planners and
engineers.

Campaign to prohibit
manufacture and sale
of laser weapons
whose sole purpose is
to cause total blind-
ness.

Recognize good, safe
design and use of the
built environment and
equipment and com-
pulsory use of per-
sonal protective equip-
ment in the reduction
of injury-caused dis-
abilities.

7.4

0.1

9.1

9.2

Establish a national

coordination  com-
mittee  (NCC) on
disability.

Establish a NCC

executive committee
to facilitate NCC
functioning.

Formulate a national
plan of action.

Prioritize in the na-
tional plan of ac-
tion participation of
poor persons with
disabilies in  all
poverty  alleviation
programmes and
projects.

Include disability is-
sues in information
and media policies,
provide time and
space for disability
concerns, and pro-
hibit negative and
inaccurate images of
persons with dis-
abilities through per-
formances.

Set up a mechanism
for phased and on-
going identification
of new employment
opportunities
training.

Identity factors, in-

cluding gender-
sensitive  demogra-
phic data, asso-

ciated with the five
most prevalent pre-
ventable causes of
disability.

Include persons with
disabilies and fa-
milies as  active
participants in CBR.
Convene a CBR
conference to dis-
cuss a national CBR
strategy.

Phased action 1995-2002 -

21

4.4

55

8.2

8.5

11.

N

Establish a mechanism to exa-
mine and identify all substantive
and procedural laws, civil proce-
dure codes and policy provisions.

Issue first-day covers and com-
memorative stamps.

Incorporate access provisions in
building by-laws.

Include girls and boys, and wo-
men and men with disabilities in
Education for All policies, plans
and programmes.

Introduce early intervention pro-
grammes lor children with disabi-
lities in rural and urban areas.
Include special education and chil-
dren with special needs in regular
teacher training curricula.

Promote secondary school teach-
ing of science and technical skills
lo students with disabilities, includ-
ing blind students.

Promote integration of persons
with disabilities into mainstream
vocational training schemes.
Formulate Government policy to
place and promote persons with
disabilities in the public sector.
Establish annual gender-equitable
training and job placement targets
for joint action by ministries and
employers’ and workers' organiza-
tions.

Iriuvduc® 6 oaliona sUiun>e qi
giving soft loans and support ser-
vices for marketing to low-income
persons with disabilities.

1997

Campaign to prevent the five most
prevalent preventable causes of
disability.

Join the international campaign to
ban anti-personnel land mines.

Develop a national CBR strategy
with a special programme focus on
rural and slum communities.
Include men and women with dis-
abilities in CBR training.
Coordinate all government and
NGO rehabilitation services as a
basis for CBR programme support.

Establish a national forum of self-
help organizations of persons with
disabilities to include rural organi-
zations. and marginalized groups.
Develop self-help organizations of
diverse disability groups, which
collabora  actively with rural and
urban NGOs.
Put in place NCC mechanisms
which increase consultations be-
tween organizations of persons with
disabilities and diverse ministries
Establish a national policy to
izations of persons

2.2

25

2.6

2.7

31
3.2

4.6

5.8

7.2

7.6

10.1

10.2

10.3

10

IS

10.

v

115

Complete examination and identifi-
cstion of all substantive and proce-
dural laws, criminal and civil proce-
dure codes and policy provisions.

Introduce a nations scheme of so-
cial security measures for persons
with extensive disabilities and their
families living in poverty and dis-
abled primary bread winners with
no other means of income support.

Exempt from customs duties vehi-
cles. assistive devices, equipment
and materials, to facilitate the daily
living of people with disabilities.

Provide tax benefits to persons
with disabilities, manufacturers of
indigenous assistivs devices and
employers of disabled persons.

Establish a national resource centre.
Initiate a national sample survey.

Establish a monitoring mechanism
to assess public awareness cam-
paigns and strategies.

Make available reading material in
appropriate formats

1998

Develop an 5t;si.ghc>. curr: da
and support services for full
participation  in  regular  pre-
vocational and vocational training
programmes.

Establish produclicn centres that
employ people with extensive dis-
abilities and those who require a
supportive environnenl.

Establish national criteria and a
subsidy scheme to  provide
assistive devices and repair/main-
tenance services.

Exempt customs a.3d other duties
on the import of assistive devices,
components, materials and equip-
menl for their prcduclion, repair
and maintenance.

Simplify customs clearance pro-
cedures for the import and export of
assistive devices, components, ma-
terials and equipment for their pro-
duction, repair and maintenance.
Increase availability of assistive
devices, and repair/maintenance
services.

Introduce government tax incen-
tive and subsidy schemes to en-
courage NGOs and private entre-
preneurs in indigenous production
and servicing of assistive devices.

Tram persons with disabilities,
including women, as trainers in
the leadership and management
ol self-help organizations.

6.7 Review and
modify national/
State education
curricula to fa-
cilitate access
to education for
children and
adults with dis-
abilities; include
teaching lan-

guage.  espe-
cially to deaf
and hard-of-

hearing per-
sons; and re-
dress imme-
diately any de-
ficiency in this
regard.

1999

16

23

24

2.8

4.3

5.

o

6.4

77

7.8

8.3

9.

o

9.7

9.8

Strengthen the NCC as a
permanent statutory body.

Amend laws to include enabling
provisions to give equal leaal
protection to persons with dis-
abilities, and repeal restrictive
and/or discriminatory provisions.
Enact a basic law to protect the
rights ol people with d sabilities,
promote affirmative action, and
eliminate discriminatory prac-
tices and architectural and
communication barriers.

Enact and/or amend laws/
regulations ~ for ~ promoting
health and safety, and set
standards for safety of equip-
ment and items for ndustrial,
domestic and persona use.

2000

Exclude from all educational
and functional Meracy mate-
rials contents that are deroga-
tory towards persons with dis-
abilities and include in those
materials illustrations and re-
ferences supportive of the
integration of persons with dis-
abilities into everyday life.

Establish standardized indi-
genous sign languages and

interpreter

Reduce the drop-ou rate of
children with disabilities by at
least 50 per cent.

Achieve full participation of
persons with disabilities in all
assistance schemes to engage
in informal income-g 3neration
and seiJ-employment.

Provide appropriate training
and employment opportunities
for people with extersive dis-
abilities.

Eliminate iodine deficiency,
vitamin A deficiency and
leprosy as major public health
problems.

Integra  disability issues into
mainstream programmes.

Include disability, equalization
issues, and positive attitudes
towards people with disabili-
ties in the training curricula ol
personnel in education, health
and social development.

Include rehabilitation services
in all primary health care
programmes and projects, for
support of CBR piogrammes.

Include children and young persons with disabilities in activities for all children and young persons

5.7 Make available sign

6.

8.

N

~

language interpre-
tation services at vital public services and
facilities.

Enable at least 75 per cent ! all children
and adults with disabilities to participate In
formal and non-formal education pro-
grammes, with the appropriate support
services.

Achieve a minimum 50 per cent reduction
in the incidence of three other preventable
causes of disability (other than iodine defi-
ciency, vitamin A deficiency and leprosy).

2002
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